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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -22, filed 05 May 2008, are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. While updating searches, the examiner came across two newly found references 
"Hind et al" and "Shanahan et al". Therefore, the application is now reopened, and a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Hind et al (U.S. 7,496,606 and known hereinafter as Hind) in view of Shanahan et al 
(U.S. 6,732,090, known hereinafter as Shanahan). 

Claim Objections 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claim 22 recites a computer readable medium, but the 
Applicant's disclosure fails to describe the components of a computer readable medium. 
For purposes of prosecution, the Examiner will assume that a computer readable 
medium is limited to a computer readable storage medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by Hind 
et al (U.S. 7,496,606 and known hereinafter as Hind) in view of Shanahan et al (U.S. 
6,732,090, known hereinafter as Shanahan). 

As per claim 1, Hind teaches a method comprising: 

forming a data item for the first time in a first electronic device (i.e. user creates new 
data record (i.e. forming a data item) at the device (i.e. first electronic device)(Hind, column 14, lines 55- 
57), 

in response to said forming, providing to a user of the first electronic device a 
possibility (some mechanism must be provided to allow a host to determine that a data record must be 
added. )(Hind, column 14, lines 59-61, 63-65) to associate an existing grouping identifier 
(DSP/HSP serves as a grouping identifier to associate new data records with for synchronization 
purposes.)(Hind, column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14) with the formed data item (wherein data 
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records (e.g. formed data items) that are intended to be synchronized are modified (e.g. grouped) to 
include the DSP and HSP.) (Hind, column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14); 

in response to a situation in which the user does not want to use said existing 
grouping identifier for the formed data item (i.e. "If a new data record is added to the host.:/' The 
Examiner understands this passage to mean that a user does not want to use an existing grouping 
identifier to associate the new data record)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-28), obtaining a new grouping 

identifier (i.e. assigning a DSP (i.e. grouping identifier) value in the new data record and send an update 
message from the host to the device.)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-30) and associating the formed 
data item with the new grouping identifier (updated message would transmit new data record with 
DSP and HSP value and thereby associating the new data record with the new grouping identifier.)(Hind, 
column 15, lines 32-25), and 

synchronizing said data item between said first electronic device and a second 
electronic device on the basis of said selected grouping identifier (i.e. data records (i.e. data 

item) are synchronized between one host system (i.e. first electronic device) and a portable 
communication device (i.e. second electronic device)... data records (i.e. formed data items) that are 
intended to be synchronized are modified (i.e. grouped) to include the DSP and HSP)(column 6, lines 34 
to column 7, lines 14), said devices being capable of communication with each other (Hind, 

column 2, lines 36-39). 

Although Hind teaches an existing grouping identifier (i.e. DSP/HSP)(see column 6, 
lines 34 to column 7, lines 14), Hind does not explicitly teach in response to a situation in 
which the user associates said existing grouping identifier for the formed data item, 
associating the formed data item with said existing grouping identifier, said existing 
grouping identifier being assoeiable with at least one other data item; and selecting one 
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of the following: said existing grouping identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a 
selected grouping identifier. 

Shanahan teaches in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
existing grouping identifier (i.e. "a user is given the ability to specify a name of a personality and 
create it by either (a) modifying existing personalities..." The Examiner equates existing grouping identifier 
as existing personalities) (Shanahan, column 21, lines 43-46) for the formed data item (i.e. the 
personality creation process receives a specified set of document..." The Examiner equates formed data 
item to specific set of document.)(Shanahan, column 22, lines 26-40), associating the formed data 
item with said existing grouping identifier (The Examiner notes that a set of documents can be 
associated with an existing personality, and therefore contemplates that a user may associate the formed 
data with an existing groping identifier.)(Shanahan, column 21, lines 39-46 and column 22, lines 38-40), 
said existing grouping identifier being associable with at least one other data item (User 
associates existing personalities with at least one or more data item.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, 
lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31); and selecting one of the following: said existing grouping 
identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier (Figure 15 
illustrates an option provided to the user to create/modify personalities (i.e. grouping identifiers). 
Furthermore, column 22, lines 30-35 teaches that once a user specifies a set of documents and initiates a 
request for service, a process is set forth to generate a personality (e.g. a new grouping identifier is 
contemplated by the user.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 22, lines 30-35). 

Hind is directed to a system and method for synchronizing data records between 
at least two electronic devices, when an updated message is sent, updating the new or 
changed data records. Shanahan is directed to grouping or categorizing new data with 
existing or new personalities based on user specified requests. Both are analogous art, 
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because Shanahan improves upon the grouping identifier as taught in Hind to provide 
user preferences as to how data records are to be associated and syndicated to other 
devices. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Hind with the teachings of 
Shanahan to include in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
existing grouping identifier for the formed data item, associating the formed data item 
with said existing grouping identifier, said existing grouping identifier being associable 
with at least one other data item; and selecting one of the following: said existing 
grouping identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier. 

As per claim 2, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein each grouping identifier comprises at least one of the following: text, still 
picture, moving picture, sound or vibration effect (Figure 15 illustrates each grouping identifier 
includes text.)(Shanahan, Figure 15). 

As per claim 3, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the new grouping identifier is formed by the user of the first electronic device or 
the new grouping identifier is retrieved from a network server (Hind, Figure 1 illustrates a first 
electronic device and a network server; Shanahan, Figure 15 illustrates a new grouping identifier). 

As per claims 4 and 16, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
wherein the method further comprises maintaining a register of at least one grouping 
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identifier being associable to at least one data item stored into the memory of the first 
electronic device (The DSP/HSP is associated to a data item that is scheduled to be synchronized 
from the device database and stored in memory before synchronization occurs. )(Hind, column 5, lines 35- 
60). 

As per claims 5 and 17, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
where said existing grouping identifier is manually selected from a register by the user 
of the first electronic device (Hind, column 7, lines 1-35). 

As per claims 6 and 18, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
wherein said existing grouping identifier is automatically selected from the register by 
the first electronic device (Hind, column 7, lines 1-35). 

As per claims 7 and 19, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
wherein the new grouping identifier is formed by a user of the first electronic device (DSP 
is a grouping identified is formed by a first electronic device (i.e. portable device). )(Hind, column 6, lines 
1-67). 

As per claims 8 and 20, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
wherein the new grouping identifier is stored to the register of the first electronic device 
(DSP is a grouping identified registered to a first electronic device (i.e. portable device). )(Hind, column 6, 
lines 1-67). 
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As per claims 9 and 21, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches 
wherein a user of the first electronic device selects the grouping identifier for the 
synchronization manually (DSP/HSP is automatically selected as grouping identifiers when 
synchronizing manually between two devices)(Hind, column 7, lines 1-35). 

As per claim 10, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the first electronic device selects the selected grouping identifier for the 
synchronization automatically (DSP/HSP is automatically selected as grouping identifiers when 
synchronizing automatically between two devices)(Hind, column 7, lines 1-35). 

As per claim 1 1 , the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the first electronic device performs the synchronization periodically (The device 
synchronization parameters include indicating the frequency of synchronization)(Hind, column 12, lines 5- 
55). 

As per claim 12, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the selected grouping identifier comprises an icon to be visually presented to 
the user of the first device (Figure 15 illustrates an icon to be visually presented to the user of the 
first device.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31). 

As per claim 13, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the selected grouping identifier further comprises text to be visually presented 
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to the user of the first device (Figure 15 illustrates text to be visually presented to the user of the 
first device.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31). 

As per claim 14, the modified teachings of Hind and Shanahan teaches a method 
wherein the selected grouping identifier further comprises information of those data 
items associated to said grouping identifier (User associates existing personalities with at least 
one or more data item.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31). 

As per claim 15, Hind teaches an electronic device (i.e. Figure 1, item 12 depicts an 
electronic device) comprising: 

a memory (RAM, Figure 29, item 256) for storing a data item for the first time in a first 
electronic device (i.e. user creates new data record (i.e. forming a data item) at the device (i.e. first 
electronic device)(Hind, column 14, lines 55-57), 

associating means (i.e. see Figure 29, item 241) for providing to a user of an 
electronic device a possibility (some mechanism must be provided to allow a host to determine that 
a data record must be added. )(Hind, column 14, lines 59-61, 63-65) to associate an existing 
grouping identifier (i.e. DSP/HSP)(column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14) with the formed data 
item (i.e. data records (i.e. formed data items) that are intended to be synchronized are modified (i.e. 
grouped) to include the DSP and HSP.) (column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14); 

in response to a situation in which the user does not want to use said existing 
grouping identifier for the formed data item (i.e. "If a new data record is added to the host... "The 
Examiner understands this passage to mean that a user does not want to use an existing grouping 
identifier to associate the new data record)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-28), obtaining a new grouping 
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identifier (i.e. assigning a DSP (i.e. grouping identifier) value in the new data record and send an update 
message from the host to the device.)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-30) and associating the formed 
data item with the new grouping identifier (updated message would transmit new data record with 
DSP and HSP value and thereby associating the new data record with the new grouping identifier.)(Hind, 
column 15, lines 32-25), and 

synchronizing means for synchronizing said data item between said first 
electronic device and a second electronic device on the basis of said selected grouping 
identifier (i.e. data records are synchronized between one host system and a portable communication 
device... data records (i.e. formed data items) that are intended to be synchronized are modified (i.e. 
grouped) to include the DSP and HSP)(column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14), said devices being 

capable of communication with each other (Hind, column 2, lines 36-39). 

Although Hind teaches an existing grouping identifier (i.e. DSP/HSP)(see column 6, 
lines 34 to column 7, lines 14), Hind does not explicitly teach in response to a situation in 
which the user associates said existing grouping identifier for the formed data item, 
associating the formed data item with said existing grouping identifier, said existing 
grouping identifier being associable with at least one other data item; and selecting one 
of the following: said existing grouping identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a 
selected grouping identifier. 

Shanahan teaches in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
existing grouping identifier (i.e. "a user is given the ability to specify a name of a personality and 
create it by either (a) modifying existing personalities..." The Examiner equates existing grouping identifier 
as existing personalities) (Shanahan, column 21, lines 43-46) for the formed data item (i.e. the 
personality creation process receives a specified set of document..." The Examiner equates formed data 
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item to specific set of document.)(Shanahan, column 22, lines 26-40), associating the formed data 
item with said existing grouping identifier (The Examiner notes that a set of documents can be 
associated with an existing personality, and therefore contemplates that a user may associate the formed 
data with an existing groping identifier.)(Shanahan, column 21, lines 39-46 and column 22, lines 38-40), 
said existing grouping identifier being associable with at least one other data item (User 
associates existing personalities with at least one or more data item.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, 
lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31); and 

selecting one of the following: said existing grouping identifier and the new 
grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier (Figure 15 illustrates an option provided 

to the user to create/modify personalities (i.e. grouping identifiers). Furthermore, column 22, lines 30-35 
teaches that once a user specifies a set of documents and initiates a request for service, a process is set 
forth to generate a personality (e.g. a new grouping identifier is contemplated by the user.)(Shanahan, 
Figure 15, column 22, lines 30-35). 

Hind is directed to a system and method for synchronizing data records between 
at least two electronic devices, when an updated message is sent, updating the new or 
changed data records. Shanahan is directed to grouping or categorizing new data with 
existing or new personalities based on user specified requests. Both are analogous art, 
because Shanahan improves upon the grouping identifier as taught in Hind to provide 
user preferences as to how data records are to be associated and syndicated to other 
devices. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Hind with the teachings of 
Shanahan to include in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
existing grouping identifier for the formed data item, associating the formed data item 
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with said existing grouping identifier, said existing grouping identifier being associable 
with at least one other data item; and selecting one of the following: said existing 
grouping identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier. 

As per claim 22, Hind teaches a computer readable medium encoded with a 
computer program (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 31, lines 35) comprising: 

computer program means (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 31, lines 35) for causing a 
first electronic device to store a data item for the first time into a memory of the first 
electronic device (i.e. user creates new data record (i.e. forming a data item) at the device (i.e. first 
electronic device)(Hind, column 14, lines 55-57), 

computer program means (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 31, lines 35) for causing a 
first electronic device to provide to a user of the first electronic device a possibility (some 
mechanism must be provided to allow a host to determine that a data record must be added. )(Hind, 
column 14, lines 59-61, 63-65) to associate an existing grouping identifier (i.e. DSP/HSP)(column 

6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14) with the formed data item (i.e. data records (i.e. formed data items) 
that are intended to be synchronized are modified (i.e. grouped) to include the DSP and HSP.) (column 6, 
lines 34 to column 7, lines 14); 

computer program means (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 31, lines 35) for causing a 
first electronic device to in response to a situation in which the user does not want to 
use said existing grouping identifier for the formed data item (i.e. If a new data record is 
added to the host... "The Examiner understands this passage to mean that a user does not want to use 
an existing grouping identifier to associate the new data record)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-28), 
obtaining a new grouping identifier (i.e. assigning a DSP (i.e. grouping identifier) value in the new 
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data record and send an update message from the host to the device.)(Hind, column 15, lines 27-30) 
and associating the formed data item with the new grouping identifier (updated message 
would transmit new data record with DSP and HSP value and thereby associating the new data record 
with the new grouping identifier.)(Hind, column 15, lines 32-25), and 

computer program means (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 31, lines 35) for causing a 
first electronic device to synchronize said data item between said first electronic device 
and a second electronic device on the basis of said selected grouping identifier (i.e. data 
records are synchronized between one host system and a portable communication device... data records 
(i.e. formed data items) that are intended to be synchronized are modified (i.e. grouped) to include the 
DSP and HSP)(column 6, lines 34 to column 7, lines 14), said devices being capable of 

communication with each other (Hind, column 2, lines 36-39). 

Although Hind teaches computer program means (Hind, column 30, lines 63 to column 
31, lines 35) for causing a first electronic device and an existing grouping identifier (i.e. 
DSP/HSP)(see column 6, lines 34 to column 7/ lines 14), Hind does not explicitly teach in 
response to a situation in which the user associates said existing grouping identifier for 
the formed data item, associating the formed data item with said existing grouping 
identifier, said existing grouping identifier being associable with at least one other data 
item; and selecting one of the following: said existing grouping identifier and the new 
grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier. 

Shanahan teaches in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
existing grouping identifier (i.e. "a user is given the ability to specify a name of a personality and 
create it by either (a) modifying existing personalities..." The Examiner equates existing grouping identifier 
as existing personalities) (Shanahan, column 21, lines 43-46) for the formed data item (i.e. the 
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personality creation process receives a specified set of document..." The Examiner equates formed data 
item to specific set of document.)(Shanahan, column 22, lines 26-40), associating the formed data 
item with said existing grouping identifier (The Examiner notes that a set of documents can be 
associated with an existing personality, and therefore contemplates that a user may associate the formed 
data with an existing groping identifier.)(Shanahan, column 21, lines 39-46 and column 22, lines 38-40), 

said existing grouping identifier being associable with at least one other data item (User 
associates existing personalities with at least one or more data item.)(Shanahan, Figure 15, column 21, 
lines 39-46; column 28, lines 17-31); and 

selecting one of the following: said existing grouping identifier and the new 
grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier (Figure 15 illustrates an option provided 

to the user to create/modify personalities (i.e. grouping identifiers). Furthermore, column 22, lines 30-35 
teaches that once a user specifies a set of documents and initiates a request for service, a process is set 
forth to generate a personality (e.g. a new grouping identifier is contemplated by the user.)(Shanahan, 
Figure 15, column 22, lines 30-35). 

Hind is directed to a system and method for synchronizing data records between 
at least two electronic devices, when an updated message is sent, updating the new or 
changed data records. Shanahan is directed to grouping or categorizing new data with 
existing or new personalities based on user specified requests. Both are analogous art, 
because Shanahan improves upon the grouping identifier as taught in Hind to provide 
user preferences as to how data records are to be associated and syndicated to other 
devices. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Hind with the teachings of 
Shanahan to include in response to a situation in which the user associates said 
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existing grouping identifier for the formed data item, associating the formed data item 
with said existing grouping identifier, said existing grouping identifier being associable 
with at least one other data item; and selecting one of the following: said existing 
grouping identifier and the new grouping identifier, to be a selected grouping identifier. 
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